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HAKKIMIZDA

ABOUT US

The school was established in 1888 under the name
“St. Paul's College" by the American Board of 
Commissioners for Foreign Missions, headquartered
in Boston, USA. Education started in Shepard Hall,
the school's first building. The Stickler building, the 
construction of which was completed in 1911, was the 
tallest building in Tarsus at that time, with its five floors. 
Stickler is the symbol of Tarsus American College.

In its early years, the school was also called ‘St. Paul 
Institute’, but since 1930 it has been known simply as 
“Tarsus American College”. After the proclamation of
the Republic of Turkey in 1923, the government began 
mobilizing to improve, nationalize and secularize 
education, including those offered by foreign schools. 
Turkish cultural lessons, taught by Turkish teachers,
were added to the curriculum. The number of students, 
including Muslim and Turkish students, saw a rapid 
growth. While the teaching staff continued to consist of 
American and Turkish teachers, the curriculum became 
more secular. Today, TAC is overseen by a non-profit 

Turkish foundation, the Health and Education Foundation 
(SEV), which also owns the school's physical buildings 
and amenities. SEV was founded in 1968 by graduates 
of UAA, ACI and TAC, also known as "SEV American 
Schools", and graduates of Talas American Middle 
School. The mission of SEV is to nurture globally 
minded, well-rounded, happy individuals who make 
positive contributions to society by way of their 
academic achievements and social consciousness.

Co-education at Tarsus American College started in the 
1979-1980 academic year, when 24 girls joined the prep 
class and 11 girls joined the 506 boys in Orta 3 class. In 
1983, the school graduated its first female cohort. In 
1986, the school graduated its largest co-ed class, with 
girls who entered TAC from the prep class. In the same 
year, the dormitory section, which had been hosting 
students from their prep year, was closed and reopened 
in 2002 for male students only. In 2008, the dormitory for 
girls was opened to service. 



VİZYON

MİSYON

HEDEFLER

VISION

TAC will be globally recognized for its positive, 
collaborative learning environment, for its inspirational 
community spirit, and for developing conscientious 
leaders.

MISSION

TAC graduates empathetic global citizens and future 
leaders empowered with the knowledge, skills, and 
strength of character essential for their continued 
success and vital to the welfare of the communities they 
will serve.

GOALS

In pursuit of our mission, our goal is to provide 
excellence in holistic education so that each student:

 Practices a clear commitment to the ideals of Atatürk.
 Is academically highly successful on national and 

   international levels.

 Develops mind, body, and spirit to live as a 
   well-balanced individual who will pursue higher 
   education and lifelong learning.

 Learns critical thinking, social and communication
   skills.

 Shows commitment to justice, mutual respect,
   human rights, ethical behavior, tolerance, and 
   self-discipline.

 Is committed to bilingual and multicultural
   interaction for the appreciation of diversity of    
   perspectives and cultures.

 Shows environmental awareness and is dedicated
   to environmental protection.

 Adapts creatively and innovatively to life and work
   using scientific inquiry, literary and artistic approaches, 
   information technology, and the social sciences.

 Embodies responsibility, initiative and follow through, 
   honesty and generosity, effective teamwork, and 
   democratic leadership.

 Participates fully in democratic processes and 
   philanthropic organizations as part of lifelong
   service to humanity.

Türkiye İçin Liderler;
Dünya İçin Liderlik

Leaders for Türkiye,
Leadership for the World



KAMPÜSÜMÜZ

OUR CAMPUS 

TAC's educational and service buildings are located in 
Tarsus, in green fields, an a 30 decare campus. The 
Korkut Beriker Library and Media Center, which has a 
unique architecture is equipped with more than 18.800 
books, electronic database, and computer laboratory. 
Sports facilities include two indoor, one semi-covered 
and one open sports hall; courts, practice areas and 
fitness rooms. TAC campus also has two auditoriums, 
with the one in Stickler building accommodating 272 
people and the new building 640 people, bleachers for 

370 people, open sports courts and academic buildings 
which house more than 30 classrooms. TAC's 
dormitories for boys and girls are located right across the 
main campus, in the new campus.

Facilities: Stickler Building, Unity Hall, Leadership Hall, 
Friendship Hall, Indoor Sports Hall, Semi-Covered Sports 
Hall, Open Sports Court, Shepard Building, Dining Hall, 
Canteen, Talas Auditorium, Dormitories for Boys and 



SAĞLIK VE EĞİTİM VAKFI HAKKINDA

ABOUT SEV

The Health and Education Foundation was established 
by alumni of Tarsus American College, Üsküdar American 
Academy, American Collegiate Institute, and Talas 
American College. With its American high schools and 
primary schools, SEV enjoys prominent standing in the 
Turkish education system. It cultivates socially 
responsible, confident, and self-aware students who 
respect society and the world. The Foundation also 
expands superior educational and health services and 
publishes reliable, influential publications that shape 
children’s literature. SEV embraces the vision of
constant improvement of all its services, development
of scholarship programs for accomplished and 
disadvantaged students who study or wish to study
at its schools, and preservation of its core values,
all while using modern day tools.

The board of trustees, most of whom are graduates
of American schools in Türkiye, and the board of 
directors manage SEV on a volunteer basis. A team
of professionals and graduates reports to the board of 
directors at the Foundation to ensure the continuity, 
growth, and administration of SEV.

Institutions Affiliated with SEV:

 Tarsus American College (TAC) 
 Üsküdar American Academy (UAA)
 American Collegiate Institute (ACI)
 SEV American College
 Üsküdar SEV Schools

 Tarsus SEV Schools
 SEV Publishing House (Redhouse)



OKUL BAŞDANIŞMANI’NIN MESAJI

MESSAGE FROM THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

Welcome to Tarsus American College. TAC has a rich
and vibrant history and you are invited to explore our
website to learn more about our history and current 
educational programs. As we begin TAC’s 136th year of 
providing an engaging and rigorous international school 
education there is much to celebrate:

 A long history of excellent student achievement,
   academic, and athletic successes

 The IBDP exam average of 33 points for TAC
   students continues to be above the world average

 30% of TAC students placed in the top 10,000 and
   84% of TAC students placed in the top 100,000
   on the Turkish National exam

 There are diverse and exciting academic and   
   extra-curricular opportunities for day and boarding
   students in Turkey and abroad

 An excellent graduation record and placement for
   students in top universities in Turkey and around
   the world

 A long history of developing successful leaders

TAC is an academically rigorous environment which 
develops the abilities of students to be confident, capable, 
and passionate lifelong learners who adapt creatively and 
innovatively to life and work. At TAC all students attend the 
prep and grade 9 program. At the end of grade 9 students 
may select the Turkish National track or apply for the 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Both 
options provide an excellent educational experience and 
prepare students for university in Turkey and abroad.

To join the TAC’s community is to join a family which
values the past, present, and future. There is incredible 
history at TAC that has occurred over the years and we
are very proud of our current students’ and alumni’s 
accomplishments. To be a part of the TAC community is to 
join a family for life and TAC graduates can be found all over 
the world. Our students and alumni truly fulfill our school 
motto, “Leaders for Türkiye, Leadership for the world”.

Regards,



OKUL MÜDÜRÜNÜN MESAJI



It is a privilege to be a teacher, a staff member, a
student or an alumnus of Tarsus American College,
a time-honored, reputable institution, one of the most 
accomplished in Türkiye. The most important factors 
contributing to this privilege is the dedicated 
implementation of the school's philosophy, which has
kept the student and learning at its core since 1888,
by the school teachers and leaders, and the outstanding 
efforts of the school’s alumni to maintain continued 
improvement of the school from the very first day.

While the holistic development and academic
knowledge of TAC students are supported by a staff
of Türkiye's strongest educators from the moment they 
walk in, they also engage in national and global issues, 
learning to have a sensitive attitude, take responsibility
for their actions, and make sure that all their efforts are 
sustainable. TAC’s boarding students are supported by 
their teachers, guidance counselors and school leaders
in a safe and healthy environment with their cognitive 
and social development as well as towards establishing 
strong connections with each other and the school.

The academic program offered by Tarsus American 
College has principles of permanent learning in its
core so that the students can thrive in a healthy, safe 
environment where their rights are protected. Individual 
differences and needs are considered and catered for
in all classroom, club and extra-curricular activities.
Fulfilling this mission, we are proud to graduate TAC 
students who have grown as creative enquirers, who
are willing to take challenges, who explore and enjoy 
new developments, who are self-aware and at peace 
with themselves and their community.

The graduates of TAC, which has also been successfully 
offering the International Baccalaureate program since 
2004, adhere to the principles of the program starting 
from the preparatory year, and use these crucial learning 
skills at the university level in Turkey and abroad. While 
internalizing these skills, they show empathy, respect 
and fairness to others, and gratitude to their family and 
country.

arsus American College is a learning community that
is committed to Atatürk principles and ideals with its 
alumni, students, teachers, and all stakeholders. This 
community looks to the future with hope and works 
hard, as it has been doing since the proclamation of
the Republic of Türkiye, to achieve these ideals.

As teachers, students, staff members and graduates 
who feel the privilege of being a part of Tarsus American 
College since 1888, we will continue to work hard to 
sustain the values of our Foundation while cultivating 
leaders for Turkey and the world.

Regards,

MESSAGE FROM THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL



EĞİTİMCİ KADROMUZ

7 6

FACULTY 

TAC employs 86 full-time and 2 part-time faculty 
members. The teaching staff is comprised of Turkish 
nationals as well as international educators, predominantly 
from the United States, Canada, Poland, Colombia,
Tunisia, Nigeria, and Brazil. On average, TAC faculty have 
12 years of experience. The entire faculty has completed 
undergraduate degrees and 65% hold Master’s degrees. 
The teacher-student ratio is 1:5.

Some courses taught by international faculty are
English, theory of knowledge, business management 
and some clubs. 

The dedicated and caring TAC family is made up of
122 members, including the academic support staff.



ULUSLARARASI BAKALORYA DİPLOMA PROGRAMI

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP), 
offered and continuously updated by the International 
Baccalauerate Organization (IBO) was established in 1968. 
Implemented in many schools in almost all countries of the 
world, the program has international validity. The program was 
designed to cultivate international mindedness, and to prepare 
students for change culturally and geographically, throughout 
their lives.

TAC has been an IBDP World School since 2004. 

Tarsus American College, in line with its mission and vision, 
aims to raise individuals who will serve a peaceful world 
characterized by equality. Cooperation with other schools, 

governments and international organizations within the 
scope of the IB Program directly serves this purpose.

Thanks to the 'international' nature of the program,
students are provided with the opportunity of admission
into prestigious universities in America and Europe. Some 
students who complete IB with a certain score may be 
eligible for credits at the university with some of their IBDP 
courses while other universities offer IB graduates the very 
important privilege of being exempt from the freshman year. 
In recent years, many of our IB graduates took advantage
of these opportunities and were exempted from some 
courses in their universities.

HIGH QUALITY TEACHING AND LEARNING AT TAC



CIS AKREDİTASYONU

CIS ACCREDITATION

The discussion about “quality assurance” in the
business world in the last 20 years has been resolved 
with the establishment of institutions which define and 
inspect against international standards. CIS (Council of 
International Schools) is an internationally recognized 
institution which certifies primary schools and high 
schools that provide education at a prescribed quality. 
The council evaluates member schools against 
worldwide quality criteria and awards schools that
meet the criteria with an "accreditation” certificate.

An accreditation certificate means long hours of 
labor-intensive work for schools. In order for the 
“accreditation” of its operations by this international 
institution, TAC applied in 2004 to the Council of 
International Schools and received accreditation in 2007. 
CIS, through its regular visits after granting accreditation 
to schools, re-evaluates the compliance of the school to 
the standards. Therefore, what makes CIS important for 
the academic world is that it establishes as a target not 
to reach the quality standards only, but to sustain them.

   -
   -

   -
   -
   -

   -

   -

   -

TAC’DE YÜKSEK STANDARTLARDA ÖĞRETİM VE ÖĞRENME



The education offered at Tarsus American College,
which offers a preparatory year before grade 9 and
the "Anatolian High School" diploma at the successful 
completion of studies, follows the regulations of the
Turkish Ministry of Education. The School is authorized
to offer the IB Diploma Program by the International 
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO).

Both the high-quality teaching and learning environment 
and learners at Tarsus American College are characterized 
by the following:  

 Recognizes student strengths and areas to improve,
 Supports and channels student curiosity,
 The teacher organizes the lesson and the learning 

   environment as the facilitator (guide),
 Has a student-centered, inquiry-based and 

   project-based approach with the goal of developing 
   learners who adopt an international perspective,

 Meet the expectations of the national program (MEB),
 Are committed to Atatürk principles and reforms,
 Internalize the values of the Health and Education 

   Foundation (SEV),
 Are socially, personally and academically balanced

   and self-confident,
 Are able to adapt to the changing world and 

   environment,
 Keep up-to-date with technological developments

   with the ability to transfer them to their daily lives,
 Individuals who can show empathy and compassion  

   to others and the society.

Tarsus American College uses a student-centered,
inquiry and project-based approach in the light of national 
and international expectations where the teacher is the 
facilitator of learning. The school community prepares an 
environment which is characterized by respect, empathy 

and social sensitivity where students thrive academically, 
socially, in arts and sports. Emphasis is placed on 
conducting teaching and learning activities with 
consideration of individual differences, where diversity is 
respected and encouraged. Lessons and educational 
environments are designed in a holistic manner where 
students can develop their knowledge and skills through 
cooperation and interdisciplinary activities. The school 
also provides opportunities for academic and career 
planning to help students set their own goals. It allows
for student acquisition of consistent, scientific and 
common knowledge through concept-based learning 
methods and their transferring these skills to their daily 
lives. Students are provided with a learning environment 
which prepares them for life beyond high school through 
feedback in formative and summative assessments.

HIGH QUALITY TEACHING AND LEARNING AT TAC



TOPLUM HİZMETİ ÇALIŞMALARI

DİSİPLİNLERARASI ÇALIŞMA

- Ken Robinson

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Community services endeavors provide students with 
extracurricular learning opportunities. For TAC, 
community service has always been a valued, integral 
part of the school culture. School stakeholders including 
students, teachers, and sometimes even parents, 
volunteer for these activities. TAC students are actively 
involved in traditional community service projects such 
as bookmobile where they visit villages nearby, visiting 

elderly homes, hospitals, working in the animal shelter, 
while leading many new projects that touch the lives of 
their community. All community service activities are 
undertaken to improve the quality of life of the society 
and TAC students who actively participate in such 
activities during their education continue to be "world 
citizens" who have developed the habit of reaching out 
to the community for the rest of their lives.

INTERDISCIPLINARY LEARNING

"School systems should base their curricula not on
the idea of individual subjects, but on the much more 
efficient multi-disciplinary idea... This allows for an 
interdisciplinary, fluid, and dynamic curriculum."

- Ken Robinson

Interdisciplinary thinking is about integrating knowledge
and methods from different disciplines in a true synthesis
of varied approaches. Interdisciplinary study supports 
learning by connecting ideas and concepts from different 
disciplines and deepens the learning experience by allowing 
you to transfer knowledge from one field to another.



ELİT SANATÇI PROGRAMI

ELITE ARTIST PROGRAM

TAC launched the Elite Artist Program in 2023. Program 
helps students improve their skills in arts, including 
charcoal, oil painting, acrylic painting, as seen in their 
strengths. The program ensures the development of 
individual talents as well as helps with the preparations 

towards the goal of achieving international success in 
arts. Our students demonstrate these skills by joining 
both group and personal art exhibitions, taking the first 
steps as future artists.

ELİT SPORCU PROGRAMI

ELITE ATHLETES PROGRAM

Are you ready to meet an elite athlete who makes the 
school proud by representing the school not only in the 
regional games at their chosen branch but also on 
national and international platforms?

The TAC students who have made a well-deserved name 
for themselves not only in their athletic field, but also with 
their discipline, perseverance, and commitment to ethical 
values, have achieved many promising national and 
international accomplishments in school sports and have 
already become well-recognized names at their level.

An elite athlete is not only recognized for their sports 
achievements but also for their academic success.
As a disciplined student, they successfully balance

their athletic career with academic goals, excelling in 
both. This balance allows them to be both an exemplary 
athlete and a well-rounded role model.

It is important to know these elite athletes not only on 
the field but also off the field. They are disciplined in 
balancing their academic success with their athletic 
success. Time management, self-discipline, and 
perseverance are the key elements that enable them
to excel in both athletics and academics TAC proudly 
celebrates the achievements of elite athletes and is 
happy to support these dedicated young people who 
embody the values and goals of our school. We believe 
that being a witness to more of such success stories
will inspire TAC students and the school community.



İLETİŞİM

CONTACT

Tarsus American College,
Caminur Mah. Cengiz Topel Cad.
No: 44, Tarsus/Mersin/Turkey

Phone: +90 324 241 81 81 
Fax: +90 324 624 63 47 
Email: info@tac.k12.tr

SOSYAL MEDYA HESAPLARI 
SOCIAL MEDIA ACCOUNTS


